Conjunctival mascaroma masquerading as melanoma.
To describe a conjunctival mass composed of keratin with mascara deposition that clinically simulated a melanoma. A 50-year-old woman, who used mascara for 20 years, was referred for a conjunctival mass that was suspected to be melanoma. Excisional biopsy was performed, and the lesion was studied histopathologically. The lesion consisted of conjunctival epithelium with a keratin plaque that contained multiple dark particles that exhibited birefringence with polarized light. The final diagnosis was conjunctival hyperkeratosis containing foreign bodies compatible with mascara deposition. The patient continues to use mascara, and there is no recurrence after 12 months. Deposition of mascara can assume tumorous proportions and simulate a conjunctival melanoma.